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PREFACE. 



The subject of this dissertation is rendered 
particularly important, by the stress laid on 
it by the Calvinistic Dissenters. In their 
social intercourse and religious conversa- 
tion, it occupies a much larger comparative 
space than even in their polemical works. 
It is their main engine against the Church. 
The writer is not aware of any recent publi- 
cation which may fairly supersede the ex- 
pediency of the present. 
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IV PREFACE. 

It purposes to disengage the question 
from the perplexities in which it has been 
involved by the adversaries of the Church, 
and to expose the real ground of their 
opposition. 

We are supplied with a powerful argu- 
ment in favour of the Church, by the 
attempts of modern Dissenters to foster 
extravagance and fanaticism, to which the 
doctrine now defended is decidedly op- 
posed. They have laboured to naturalize 
among us the plans of the American re- 
vival men, and thus to bring a system of 
popular phrensy to bear upon the digni- 
fied sobriety and moral greatness of the 
religion of Christ. This is a concession to 
the superiority of the Establishment^ which 
is not sufficiently adverted to, but is of 
much worth. If the Dissenters could have 
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rivalled the true greatness of the Church — 
her erudition, her moral dignity , her scrip- 
tural and masculine piety, and the general 
superiority of her ministers, which, far more 
than their political standing, has placed 
them at an immense distance from those 
to whom they are objects of envious com- 
petition — there would not have been this 
servile imitation of the lowest and most 
illiterate, though most numerous of the 
American sects. On the higlf ground of 
knowledge, of moderation, of divine cha- 
rity, of all that is most ennobling to man 
as an individual, and most beneficial to the 
general interests of society, the Church 
stands alone. Here rivalry was hopeless. 
To injure her in the estimation of the public 
— to supplant and supersede her ascend- 
ancy — it was necessary to depreciate what- 
ever has been, and will ever be, truly 
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VI PREFACE. 

valuable in the esteem of the wise^ the 
reflecting, the good, and to resort to the 
vulgar process of fanatical excitement. Id 
such a state of things, it is of great moment 
to guard against delusion those members 
of the Church, who may be exposed to 
seduction by the pious frauds of her adver- 
saries. Let them not mistake the character 
of this great controversy. 

The courte to be pursued by the Church, 
in this perilous crisis, cannot be doubtful. 
Let her ministers and her people adhere 
with unshaken firmness to the principles 
of wisdom and moderation which outlived 
the wreck of the great rebellion. Let 
them not be deceived into the persuasion, 
that they can maintain their ground by 
rivalling their adversaries in the excesses of 
an irregular enthusiasm. In such a career 
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defeat is inevitable. They will only dis- 
gust the • reflecting portion of the commu- 
nity, while the ignorant and unthinking 
will ever be at the mercy of those who run 
the greatest lengths of empirical extrava- 
gance. Above all, let them not be driven, 
by the repulsive influence of vulgar fana- 
ticism, into the opposite extreme of formal 
indifference, or frigid scepticism. The per- 
petuity of the Church can only be secured 
by that enlightened and dignified piety, 
which her apostolic faith is so beautifully 
fitted to cherish ; and which, if extin- 
guished, will leave her undeserving of 
pity, the victim and the scorn of miscreant 
foes. 

Truth alone is indestructible, nor is any 
piety of value that does not rest on this 
deep foundation. Fanaticism must be of 
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short duration, consumed by the intensity 
of its own fires. Unnatural and irregular, 
it .invariably gives way to those laws which 
govern and controul the ordinary processes 
of the human mind. The admirers of a 
false enthusiasm look back to the Crom- 
wellian era, as to the Pentecost of their 
religion. But it was under the influence of 
no celestial inspiration that the monarchy 
and the Church were swept away. Then, 
as now, political phrensy was associated 
with religious fanaticism. They recipro- 
cally imparted to each other energy and con- 
fidence. But it was not a sound and healthy 
excitement. The movements of the Puri- 
tanical party were feverish and convulsive. 
Their religion perished in that same efibrt 
that overthrew the state; and the great 
mass of Presbyterians and Independents 
were borne away by the stream of corrup- 
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tion, which immediately afterwards deluged 
the land. Men of fanatical religion — as 
Johnson said, and history demonstrates — ^are 
never to be trusted ! 
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INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS. 

The controversy relating to Baptismal Re- 
generation embraces two distinct subjects 
of inquiry : first, whether it is the doctrine 
of the Church of England ; and secondly^ 
supposing it to be so, whether the holding 
such doctrine, as it is commonly explained 
by the orthodox clergy, be a departure from 
sacred truth, and an error of such magni- 
tude as to form a righteous ground of re- 
monstrance or dissent. 

The first question is debated chiefly within 
the pale of the Church. The orthodox 
clergy contend, that the doctrine is plainly 
asserted in the offices and formularies of 
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the Church — that it was held by the fram- 
ers of the Articles and Liturgy — that it is 
sanctioned by the authority of the early 
fathers as a tenet of apostolic origin — and 
that it rests ultimately on the testimony of 
Holy Writ, being in perfect harmony with 
the general scope of revealed truth, and 
with the most obvious principles of the 
divine administration. On the contrary, it 
is maintained by the Calvinistic, or, as 
they are usually designated, the Evangeli- 
cal Clergy, that this doctrine does not rest 
on a sound interpretation of the Articles 
and Liturgy ; which, they assert, were 6oik-^ 
structed, or approved, by men of Calvinigticj 
principles, with which the received notions 
of baptismal regeneration cannot be recon- 
ciled. This inquiry, therefore, as com- 
monly pursued, resolves itself into a branch 
of the Calvinistic controversy, and its de- 
cision is made to depend, according to the 
mode of argument adopted by the Evange- 
lical clergy, on the previous decision of two 
other questions, — ^whether Calvinism be the 
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doctrine of the Bible ? and whether it was 
embraced by the fathers of the Anglican 
Church? Baptismal regeneration is con- 
sistently held by those who reject Calvin- 
ism. With equal consistency it is rejected 
by the disciples of the Genevan reformer. 
It is irreconcileable with the tenets usually 
held by that theological school, particu- 
larly on the points of absolute and uncondi- 
tic p'\l V- Mon, and that supposed instan- 
tan^o^j d ene^^ Hon which is accompanied 
by i/ jcitible gract 

Th "jfi^lvinistic dissenters, genciaily, are 
at issue wi(th the Evangelical clergy on this 
question. * They insiM that the disputed 
^^<4trine i- tetearly taught in the Book of 
imon I'/ay^r, and they make it a capi- 
tal ground ov. non-conformity. They are 
not, indeed, alt')gether consistent and uni- 
form on this point. .They adapt their 
ailments, witl> changeful policy, to their 
immediate purpose ; and vary, with inci- 
dental circumstanced) their modes of attack. 
When it suits their purpose to libel the 
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4 INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS. 

Clergy, as a body of men who are faithless 
to their eDgagements, and who oppose in 
their preaching the doctrines they have 
subscribed, they boldly assume that the 
Articles and the Liturgy are Calvinistic, 
and that the only ministers of the Church 
who fulfil the vows of their ordination are 
the class denominated Evangelical. The 
great mass of the clergy are denounced, 
as faithless to Protestant Chris(tajpi^iy, and 
to the Church. ** It is an itfcouMX^ver^' 'e 
fact," say they, ♦* that the doctrines Vf the 
refofmation are no longer heatd in the 
greater part of the Established pul^^^s, and 
that there has been a genera^ cparture 
from the truths of the Gosp^) which are 
exhibited in the ministry of a ^ ^all, though 
increasing, minority of the C'^rgy." 

When, however, they hrVe an object to 
carry by depreciating the doctrines of the 
Church, and wish to poi^t contempt on her 
several offices, then they sis confidently 
affirm, that the delusive and fatal doctrine 
of Baptismal Regeneration is unequivc cally 
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maintained by the uniform tenor and con- 
sistent language of the reformed Liturgy. 
'^ This doctrine is contended for by some 
of the clergy, though denied by others ; 
but that it is a tenet of their Church is 
evident." — ** This^ indeed, appears to us, to 
be amongst the most dangerous tenets main- 
tained in the National Church ; and every 
attempt to palliate and explain it away, has 
hitherto, in our view, been equally delusive 
and futile." This is the ground most com- 
monly taken by the Calvinistic Dissenters ; 
and which compels them to adopt, towards 
the Calvinistic ministers of the Church, a 
line of conduct the most varying and capri- 
cious. The same persons who are at one 
time, and for invidious ends, applauded 
as the only men who are true to their ec- 
clesiastical vows, are, at another time, 
charged with criminal inattention to the 
consistency of their religious professions, 
since, while pleading for the faith of the 
reformation, they still adhere to a Church 
whose formularies are declared to be sub- 
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versive of that faith, — a Church which 
^' appears to multitudes, to inculcate a doc- 
trine, in itself anti-scriptural, and in its 
consequences infinitely pernicious. She 
professes to regenerate the child by bap- 
tism." ^^ I know but one course," adds 
the writer just cited — and he is among the 
most intelligent and candid of Dissenting 
ministers — *^ by ^hich an Evangelical 
churchman can arrive at a different con- 
clusion — that is, by assuming that the 
Church believes what he believes, and that 
both he and the Church believe what is 
Scriptural. In this reasoning there is but 
one thing assumed ; but then it happens 
to be the very point at issue." 

Into this branch of the controversy, the 
writer of these pages does not purpose to 
enter. That the doctrine of Baptismal Re- 
generation is the doctrine of the Church, 
is held by all, but '^ a small minority of 
the clergy." The vindication of the ma- 
jority is to be found in the treatises of 
Dr. Mant, Dr. Laurence, Dr. Bethell, and 
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Others of the orthodox faith, who have 
brought to the discussion that earnest de- 
sire to arrive at truth, and those intellectual 
and literary qualifications^ which would do 
honour to any cause to which they might 
be devoted. These writers have already 
exhausted this part of the subject, proving 
that the Church of England, though truly 
Evangelical in the Christian sense of the 
term, is not Calvinistic, — that there is no- 
thing in the disputed doctrine opposed to 
her general system of belief, — and that in 
upholding her formularies in their literal and 
obvious meaning — the meaning which her 
adversaries first misapprehend, and then pro* 
nounce with ignorant scorn and contumely 
to be " unscriptural," " absurd," and '^ to 
be ranked with the most fatal errors," — 
they do but contend for the ancient faith of 
the Church. 

At the same time, no man of liberal mind, 
conscious himself of sincerity and honour, 
can unite in the vulgar reproaches, and 
ungenerous insinuations, with which the 
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Calvinistic clergy are assailed by the Dis- 
senters, by whom they are described, with 
admirable consistency, as the noble advo- 
cates of truth, '' faithful among the faith- 
less," and as nevertheless maintaining their 
adhesion to the Church, purely for the sak^ 
of her secular emoluments. Such impu- 
tations can proceed only from men of igno- 
ble minds, or, whose ignorance or preju- 
judices blind them to all worth that is not 
to be found within their own narrow fel- 
lowship. When we call to mind, the great 
difficulties which press upon all systems of 
human belief, as soon as their remote con- 
sequences are fairly and calmly investigated 
— the original diversities of mind and of 
characteristic temperament — the bias of 
education and of early associations — the 
deep impression of religious convictions, 
above all others — together with the fact^that 
comparatively few men ever rise above their 
native element of sect or party, to contem- 
plate truth from an elevation unclouded by 
passion or prejudice — there is enough to 
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f<»rbid our insulting good and holy men, 
whose motives we may revere, whose sin- 
cerity we may honour, whose erudition may 
command our deference, while we believe 
tbeir reasonings on certain points to be in- 
conclusive, or their interpretations of doc- 
trine fraught with consquences which they 
would be among the first to deprecate, if 
they ccmceived them justly deducible from 
the system which they defend as truth. To 
these considerations we may add, that the 
fwmularies of the Church were constructed 
in the spirit of comprehension, with a view 
to some latitude of interpretation, aiming 
chiefly to guard against the errors of the 
Socinian and the Papist The true spirit 
of the Church is Christian charity^ not 
sectarian bigotry. Rather than denounce, 
in terms of obloquy, those who embrace 
other views than his own, the writer would 
fain employ his powers of persuasion, be 
they ever so humble, in conciliating, if 
possible, their favourable regard, towards 
a subject which has been grossly misunder- 
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Stood, and towards a body of the clergy, 
to effect their separation from whom, the 
adversaries of the Church have laboured 
with insidious and unwearied zeal. Never 
can the stronger sympathies of any class of 
the clergy, with safety to the Church, or 
with honour to themselves, be alienated 
from their brethren within the pale, and 
given to those without,^ — whose invidious 
professions of love to one party of church- 
men, as Christians^ is the cover of hatred 
against all parties, as churchmen. If the 
Dissenters regard with complacency the 
Calvinistic clergy, it is chiefly in the hope 
that a schism will be effected by that party 
in the Church, and thus forward their own 
views of ascendancy. This is one of the 
prophetic visions in which they delight to 
indulge. Meanwhile, it is remarkable, that 
among this body of the clergy, there obtains 
a deeper and wider conviction, produced 
perhaps by the discussions of recent times, 
that the Episcopal Church of England is 
not only venerable for her ancient gran- 
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dear, and to be cherished for her beneficial 
influence as a national institute, but to be 
held in reverence by all sound Christians, 
as a Holy and Apostolical Church. 

In defending this doctrine of the Church, 
it is necessary to extricate the question from 
the confusion in which it has been involved 
by ignorant or wilful misrepresentations. 
The most remarkable circumstance in the 
controversy is this, that the objections of 
opponents, and the arguments by which they 
are supported, have little or no relation to 
the question in dispute. The doctrine of 
Baptismal Regeneration, as exhibited in 
the offices of the Church, is not that doc- 
trine which is vehemently assailed in the 
writings of her adversaries. They first 
misrepresent it, or substitute some gross 
caricature in its stead, and then treat the 
matter with ofi-hand scorn, or proceed with 
great adroitness to refute the productions of 
their own malicious invention. They are 
alike regardless of the principles of inter- 
pretation which every sound theological 
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critic ought, in all fairness, to adopt, when 
expounding the tenets of the Church ; and 
of the interpretations given by the most 
grave and authoritative commentators. 
Above all, and on this their main objec- 
tions hinge, they assume the truth of certain 
theological dogmas with which Baptismal 
Regeneration is at varian6e^ and conclude 
therefore, at once, that it must be an anti« 
Christian error. 

Let the true principles of interpretation 
be adopted, — and, although the doctrine 
may not square with Calvinism, it will be 
found reasonable in itself, in harmony with 
the doctrines of the Church, and not op-* 
posed to any just views of the Christian 
dispensation. 

The first rule to be observed, is that sug- 
gested, with beautiful moderation, and in 
the true spirit of Protestantism, in the Pre- 
face to the Prayer-Book, '* That it shall 
be allowed such just and favourable con- 
struction, as in common equity ought to be 
allowed to all human writings, especially 
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Bueb as are set forth by authority, and 
eren to the very best translations of the 
Holy Scripture itself/' 

The second is, that the articles and 
offices of the Church, are to be so inter- 
preted, as that they shall harmonize in 
doctrine, — the more obscure or doubtful 
passages being explained by reference to 
the more uniform and common tenor of the 
entire Liturgy. 

Let this be done in the spirit of impartial 
criticism, such as is requisite to the sound 
interpretation of the Scriptures, or indeed 
of any work of importance, and it will be 
fatal to the cause of the objectors. 
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SECTION I. 



ON THE SUPPOSED IDENTITY OF THIS DOCTRINE WITH 
THE SACEAMBNTAL GRACE OF THE ROMANISTS, AND 
ITS CONTRARIETY TO JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. 

It is confounded, by some, with the Popish 
doctrine of sacramental grace. It is mon- 
strous and incredible, we are told, that 
the application of water by the hands of the 
priesthood, however solemnly administered, 
should, opere operato^ wash away the guilt 
of original sin, or be made an absolute 
term of salvation. This may be true, but 
it is most absurdly applied. Whatever may 
be the tenets of Romanism in regard to 
sacraments, the whole tenor of the offices 
and declarations of the Anglican Church is 
opposed to this dark superstition. 
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Sacraments, say the Romanists, ^^ confer 
graced If, by grace^ is intended absolution 
from all charge of guilt on the score of ori- 
ginal corruption, or, in other words, our 
justification and acceptance, notwithstand- 
ing our being '^ very far gone from original 
righteousness" — the Church expressly de- 
clares on that point, ArU XI. " We are 
accounted righteous before God, only for 
the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, by faith." And again, she expressly 
affirms. Art. XXXI. " The offering of 
Christ once made is that perfect redemp- 
tion, propitiation, and satisfaction, for all 

THE SINS OF THE WHOLE WORLD." Ou the 

score, therefore, of a depraved nature inhe- 
rited from the first transgressors, and invo- 
luntary on the part of their posterity, none 
of the human race are under condemnation. 
By the mediatorial death of Christ, aU are 
put under an economy of grace^ all are in a 
probationary state, and are promised exemp- 
tion from the divine displeasure, even on 
the score of their own personal sins, on can- 
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dition of sincere compliance with the terms 
of the covenant of redemption, — ^repentance, 
faith, and amendment of life. Such is the 
doctrine of the Church ; her liturgy is 
formed upon it; and no interpretation of 
particular passages of her formularies is to 
be received as correct, which contravenes 
these fundamental principles. That efficacy 
which resides alone in '' the precious blood 
of Christ/' can never be imputed by the 
Church to the sacred virtues of the baptis- 
mal font. 

In consistency with the plain and undis- 
puted doctrines of the Church, baptism can- 
not even be said to put us into a state for 
receiving the benefits of the death of Christy 
in any sense that would infer that our sal- 
vatian was absolutely suspended on the ad- 
ministration of that rite. Adult believers^ 
proselytes from Paganism or Judaism, who 
come to the ordinance in a true faith, are 
already in possession of whatever is essen- 
tial to an interest in the death of Christ; 
The children of those who are already in 
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the Christian covenant are, by their birth, 
ceremonially holy^ and their baptism is but 
a formal recognition of their existing rela- 
tion to the Church. If they die without 
baptism, before they are capable of actual 
sin, they die " in the Lord*^ 

Or, if by grace is intended the renewing 
power of the Holy Spirit, that sacred influ- 
ence is often vouchsafed independently of 
the sacrament of baptism. That it may be 
so in the case of adult believers, is clear 
from the instance of Cornelius, who, in the 
view of the Church, must have received 
spiritual aids and communications, antece- 
dently to his formal initiation into the Chris- 
tian covenant : — for Art. X. declares that 
' * we have no power to do good works, plea- 
sant and acceptable to God, without the 
grace of God by Christ preventing us." 
And if children may die in safety without 
baptism, under whatever circumstances, it 
must be inferred that they are ** bom of the 
Spirit," and thus prepared and qualified for 
the heavenly kingdom. 
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Baptismal regeneration, therefore, is not 
to be confounded with baptismal salvation. 
The latter is not the doctrine of the Church, 
which neither dooms to perdition all who 
are not baptized, nor pronounces the certain 
and eventual redemption of those who have 
been washed in the laver of regeneration. 
And, to confound her principles with those 
of Romanism, through a strict interpretation 
of words, in themselves equivocal, is to be* 
tray ignorance of her faith, or to indulge in 
heedless or malignant misrepresentation. 
No theologian, of established reputation in 
the Church of England, will pronounce that 
the everlasting state of any human soul is 
suspended upon the mere circumstance of 
baptism. 

There is, indeed, a sense more limited, 
and in perfect accordance with the Protest- 
ant faith, in which the sacraments may be 
said, i|i» instrumental means, or appointed 
channels, to '* confer grace." According 
to Art. XXV. They are not only " sigris of 
God's good will towards us," but, by them 
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'* he doth work invisibly in ns^ and doth 
not only quicken, but also strengthen and 
confirm our faith in him/* Every divine 
ordinance, when rightly administered and 
received, is attended by the special blessing 
of Grod, and is an appointed means of grace. 
By them *^ faith is confirmed, and grace is 
increased. " But the particular and appro- 
priate blessings, insured by divine promise 
to the reverential observance of sacred in- 
stitutions, do not supersede the more gene- 
ral communications of sacred influence, nor 
convert these institutions, as is falsely sug* 
gested, into exclusive or absolute means of 
salvation. Such is not the doctrine of the 
Church, but the fiction of her adversaries. • 
When, therefore, it is more than insinu- 
ated by certain modern advocates of non- 
conformity, that the Church, in her views 
of baptism, overthrows the reformed doc- 
trine oi justification hy faithy the charge is 
impertinent, frivolous, but not unworthy of 
men pretending to improve the institutions 
of their country, by the destruction of her 
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moftt ancient and venerable monuments — 
and to vindicate the faith of Christ from the 
errors and superstitions of the dark ages, by 
setting up the republican discipline of the 
Independents, and the stem theology of 
John Calvin. 

In the case of those who die in infancy, 
all parties roust admit that the doctrine of 
justification is inapplicable — if saved at all, 
it must be without faith, of which they are 
incapable. And, as to adults, where has 
the Church absolved them from the duty of 
believing in Christ, in any scriptural sense 
of the terms, on the score of their being 
already justified, in virtue of their baptism ? 
Such charges carry with them their own 
refutation, while they expose the impotent 
malice of the objectors. The truth is, that, 
on the broad ground of fair and manly ar- 
gument, on all main points, the Church 
is invulnerable, and the only means of at- 
tack left for her adversaries, besides poli- 
tical faction, are artifice and falsehood, by 
which, as by a judicial visitation, they are 
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suffered to gtnhify themselves, and to ex- 
pose their own exorbitant vanity, in assum- 
^g to be the luminaries of the Church of 
God, and the regenerators of nations. 

Let the offices of the Church be inter- 
preted with a reference to the simple and 
comprehensive principles of her faitji, and 
there will be found in them no greater ob- 
scunties, no more difficulties to solve, than 
stich as are of necessity occasioned by the 
nature of the subject. On the same mo- 
mentous points, the same perplexities at- 
^na the language of the sacred Scriptures. 
^«. baptismal regeneration is expressly 
q ired. There, our Redeemer declares, 

F^h Q . ^l^*** ^ '"*" ^^ ^°^^ °^ water, and 

? ® ~f '"'» he cannot enter into the king- 

^om of God. » And, let it be noticed, that the 

words of the offices of the Church have not 

een more controverted than those of the 

^«J>our himself. The hngmge of the 

^aurch IS scriptural— the question is, Whe- 

wer she employs this language in the 

^ sense with Christ and his Apostles? It 
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seems, at least, a presumptive evidence of 
the truly scriptural statements of the Prayer- 
Book, that, whatever ambiguity is sup- 
posed to attach to them, they are not more 
variously construed than those of the Bible, 
At any rate, while the adversaries of the 
Church sometimes make a jest of baptismal 
regeneration, and sometimes mention it in 
terms of solemn execration, let them be- 
ware, lest, while insulting the formularies 
of the Church, their levity, or their profane- 
ness, should be directed against the Holy 
One of God ! He taught the doctrine of 
baptismal regetieration. It may have been 
corrupted by the Papist — reviled by the Dis- 
senter — or misapprehended by the Church- 
man — but, it is of God I 

Here, perhaps, it may be important to 
remark, that when the necessity of the bap- 
tismal rite is insisted upon, we must put 
such a limited construction on the word as 
the nature of the case evidently requires. 
Baptism was ecclesiastically necessary, as 
the ordinary or appointed mode of formal 
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induction to the visible Church. It was 
used by the Jewish priesthood, when a pro- 
selyte from Paganism was admitted to the 
fellowship of the Hebrews. John the Bap- 
tist administered it to those who professed 
repentance, and their belief in the coming 
kingdom of the Messiah. Jesus Christ con- 
tinued it as the ordinance of initiation, and 
the symbol of spiritual regeneration. Bap- 
tism, as a religious and accustomed usage, 
was familiar to the people. Nicodemus 
could not have been ignorant, that in the 
ordinary course of things it was a necessary 
term of admission to sacred fellowship. 
When, therefore, our Lord addressed the 
latter individual, his intention, we may sup- 
pose, was, specially, to inculcate the doc- 
trine of spiritual regeneration. '* Except a 
man be born — not only of water — but also 
of the Spirit — he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God." In this instance, it would 
be an outrage offered to reason and to 
religion, to suppose that our Lord made 
the water and the Spirit equally indispen- 



24 OF THE ROMAN CHURCH, &C. 

sable to eternal life. The first was the rite 
of formal initiation to the Church on earth. 
The second was morally necessary to qualify 
the soul for the beatific vision of God. The 
former, as a ceremonial and typical rite, 
was important in its place, to be dispensed 
with only under circumstances of necessity ; 
but the latter was, under all circumstances, 
an indispensable pre-requisite for the hea- 
venly kingdom. 



SECTION II. 



ON THE OBJECTION FOUNDED ON THE EQUIVOCAL MEAN- 
ING OF THE TERM " REGENERATION," CAUSING THE 
DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH TO BE MISTAKEN FOR THE 
CALVINISTIC DOCTRINE OF INDEFECTIBLE GRACE. 



Another erroneous ground of objection to 
this doctrine, is to be found in the equivocal 
meaning of the term ^' regeneration." 

The^Calvinists assume that it is employed 
by the Church in the sense usually attached 
to it by writers and preachers of their own 
persuasion. With them, it signifies an in- 
stantaneous transition from a state of total 
depravity to spiritual life, by the effectual 
calling and sanctification of the Holy Ghost. 
To none but the elect are those saving in- 
fluences of the Spirit supposed to be im- 
parted — and they who are thus distinguished 
are declared mcapable of finally falling from 
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a State of grace. Of any other meaning 
they affect ignorance. And since it is clear 
that baptismal regeneration cannot be re- 
conciled with these dogmas^ they trium- 
phantly conclude, that it is on every ground 
utterly indefensible. '' Were it possible," 
say they, *' to conceive of more kinds of re- 
generation than one, as some seem strangely 
to suggest^ sorely that must be of the 
highest and most heavenly nature, which is 
effected by the Holy Spirit, and by which 
an individual becomes a member of Christ, 
the child of God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven."—" It thus appears, 
tihat regeneration by the Holy Spirit^ . and 
all the blessings of adoption and eternal Kfe, 
are described as resulting from baptism. 
We cannot co^nscientiousl}"^ unite with a 
Church in which, to oor vieims, such dan- 
gerous errors are maintained." 

The sentiments expressed in this citation 
are prevalent among Dissenters. They re- 
sult evidently from a contemptuous refusal 
to make themselves acquainted with the 
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nature of the question, on which they pro- 
nounce with cool and peremptory decision. 
But, on a subject so grave, ignorance forms 
no apology for arrogance of assumption or 
grossness of misrepresentation ; nor can any 
conduct appear more at variance with the 
dignity of theological discussion, than this 
flippancy and rashness of criticism. That 
such representations are received, among 
Dissenters, with as much credulity as they 
are giv&n with oracular conceit, is by no 
^6a^s creditable to their intellectual habits, 
or to the range of their religious knowledge. 
Their pretended freedom of inquiry, it 
seems, eu^ls in their reading but on one 
side of a question, and that with but little 
expenditure of serious thought. The Dis- 
senters, of tF)e present day, know almost 
nothing of the theological literature of the 
Church. Their sectarian interests, perhaps, 
are best guarded by that narrow and jealous 
bigotry, to which sounder information, de- 
rived from communion with minds of an- 
other order, would prove speedily fatal. 

c2 
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The Calvinistic DisBenters find it impos- 
sible " to conceive of more kinds of regene- 
ration than one." But it is known to every 
one who has any knowledge of ecclesiastical 
history, that their exclusive sense of the 
term is of modern date, and that in the 
writings of theologians, ancient and recent, 
it occurs with very different signification. 

The Jews, antecedently to the time of 
Christ, received proselytes into theirChurch. 
These were baptized with wat^r. Th<dT b^tp- 
tism was called regeneration. The ternr ^^s 
employed, not to signify their introduction to 
a new and spiritual existence secured m them 
by indefectible grace — but their admission 
to the privileges of fellowship in the advan- 
tages, whatever they might j^e, of the Mo- 
saic dispensation. They were born again of 
water. That is, they were formally acknow- 
ledged, by the significant application of 
water, to be partakers of those ecclesiastical 
distinctions, to which every Jew was entitled 
in virtue of his natural birth as a member of 
the Abrahamic family. Baptism was sig- 



OF TH£ CALVINISTS. 29 

nificant of a relative change, which put the 
Gentile proselyte on a level with the native 
Jew ; 80 that he was bom again to Jewish 
privileges and immunities. He became a 
child of Abrahsun by imputation, and was 
naturalized in the Abrahamic family. 

Christ was the author of a new economy, 
founded on the abolition of national peculi- 
arity, embracing the universal race of man, 
and opening the kingdom of heaven to all 
believers. He adopted baptism as his ini- 
tiatory rite, signifying, that they to whom 
it was administered were constituted mem- 
bers of the Church, as truly as if they had 
been bom within the sacred pale of Judaism. 
The barbarian, the Scythian, the bond, 
the free, once strangers, were now natu- 
ralized. Their baptism was the sign of a 
new birth. They were no longer " afar off," 
but became '^ fellow-citizens of the saints 
and members of the household of faith.'" 
The children of Christian converts were to 
hold the same relation to the Church, as 
those of the Jews had formerly done. They 

c3 
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were, therefore, baptized, as a formal decla* 
ration of their regeneration. They were 
proclaimed part of the visible Church, in 
opposition to aliens and strangers, and 
their parents were pledged to bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. 

This origin of the term, and of its appli- 
cation, is perfectly intelligible, and clear of 
all mystery. It serves, moreover, to explain; 
in part, the usage of the eariy ChriBtiang, 
when they employed baptism and regenera-- 
tion interchangeably, as words of the same 
signification. They adopted the Jewish 
forms of speech, and applied them in a 
similar manner, to intimate that converts to 
the Christian faith were new-born to reli- 
gious fellowship, as proselytes to Judaism 
had formerly been . They were declared to 
be as truly members of the Church of God, 
as if they had been descendants, by bloody 
of the Hebrew fathers. In this, as in many 
other instances, the language of the New 
Testament receives its most simple ezpla- 
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nation, from a reference to the opinions, 
the usages, and the circumstances of the 
Jews, at the time of the introduction of the 
Christian dispensation. 

But neither did the early Christians, nor 
does the Anglican Church, use the term in 
this lower sense alone. Baptism, whenso^ 
ever rightly administered, is supposed, in 
her offices, to be attended with the inward 
grace of spiritual regeneration. The neces- 
sity of such spiritual baptism is declared. 
The sanctification of the Holy Ghost is im- 
plored« And, at the conclusion of the cere- 
mony, thanks are given that it hath pleased 
God to regenerate the baptized by his Holy 
Spirit. Let it, however, be distinctly no^ 
ticed, that this spiritual regeneration is not 
that which the Calvinistic Dissenters can 
conceive of as the only one possible — it is 
not that to which they give the technical 
name of ** effectual calling," and which is 
allied to the kindred doctrines of total de- 
pravity—unconditional predestination— -par- 
ticular redemption — and the certain petse- 

c4 
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verance of the saints, or truly regenerate. 
Fatalism is not the creed of the Church. 

On the subject of spiritual grace, there 
exist among Christians conflicting theories, 
as might be expected, from the extreme ob- 
scurity of the subject, as well as from the 
tendency of the human mind to explore the 
deep mysteries of religion by the fallacious 
light of human philosophy. From the latter 
source, the most extreme corruptions of 
divine truth have taken their origin. The 
philosophical doctrines of liberty and neces^ 
sity more especially, and from the earliest 
ages, have maintained a divided dominion 
over the lettered and unlettered world. And 
these have led to extreme interpretations of 
Christianity ; the partizans of either theory 
having moulded the doctrines of the Gospel 
to their respective philosophical systems. 

On the theory of philosophical necessity, 
the Augustinians, or Calvinists, have built 
their scheme of absolute predestination, with 
its harsh and gloomy representations of the 
Divine administration — a system subversive 
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of all intelligible notions of moral govern- 
ment on the part of God, and of moral obli- 
gation and accountableness on the part of 
man — degrading the human soul to an ig- 
noble piece of mechanism, without sponta- 
neous action, and moved and impelled by a 
power foreign to itself ; yet, endowed with 
an exquisite sensibility of suffering and of 
enjoyment, to the one or the other of which 
all are eternally destined by the arbitrary 
appointment of the Deity. On this theory, 
grace is imparted to none but the elect. All 
others are left, without any provision for 
their redemption. In total depravity they 
are supposed to be born — under the dark 
spell of a moral impotence, the result not of 
personal guilt, but of inherited corruption, 
they live, incapable of religious duty, and 
objects of the wrath of heaven — and, after 
receiving no aids, and having heard no voice 
of mercy, or mocked only with warnings 
and invitations, which were never designed 
to save them, they pass on to perdition, lost 
for want of that grace, without which no 

c5 
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man can turn to God, and which they can<» 
not, in any sense, be said to have forfeited^ 
because it was never imparted. On this 
theory, there is no such thing, in reality, as 
human guilt or human virtue ; the saved 
are taken to heaven for no moral goodness 
which personally attaches to themselves ; 
the lost perish through an incurable corrup- 
tion of the moral powers, which operates 
with the force of a law of nature, is not re- 
ducible by any moral process of restoration, 
and cannot therefore be punished as the 
crime of voluntary agents. A miracle might 
have saved them, but that miracle is not 
vouchsafed. 

On the other hand, the disciples of the 
Pelagian school have rushed, with heedless 
precipitation, to the opposite extreme. In 
connexion with the theory of philosophical 
liberty, they have embraced doctrines at 
variance with scriptural truth, on the awful 
subject of the depravity of mankind, and on 
the remedial grace and regenerating power 
of the Divine Spirit. Pelagius is said to 

12 
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have rejected the necessity of internal 
grace; to have asserted the sufficiency of 
an external revelation ; and to have main- 
tained that the soul was not so depraved by 
hereditary taint, but that the faculties it 
possessed were competent to obedience to 
the will of God, and a life of immaculate 
virtue. 

The ground maintained by the Anglican 
Church is at an equal distance from these 
extreme positions. On no points did the 
framers of her offices discover more care to 
avoid offence, or a more religious adherence 
to the tone and spirit of Scripture, than on 
this most momentous and mysterious sub- 
ject* Hence her tenets are neither those of 
Augustin nor of Pelagius. But, avoiding 
nice distinctions, she keeps to the broad and 
indefinite statements of the word of God, 
treating the subject not as a question of 
metaphysics, but as a practical doctrine re- 
ceived on testimony, to be improved for 
the furtherance of our piety and our hope 
as Christians. Her system of doctrines, and 

c6 
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her formularies of worship, asBume ihat 
man is not a mechanical but a voluntarj 
agent, responsible for the use or abase of 
the grace vouchsafed by the coveuant of 
mercy. No intelligent churchman, clerk 
or laic, imagines that baptismal regenera- 
tion insures that perfect and final renova- 
tion of the moral faculties of the human 
soul which is an infallible earnest of eternal 
life. The absurdity of imputing so mon- 
strous a tenet to the Church of England 
equals, at least, that of the tenet itself. When 
the Catechism puts into the mouth of a child 
these words — " Wherein i was made a 
member of Christ, the child of God, and 
an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven," 
— it is evident, from the nature of the 
case, that the baptized are said to be made 
partakers — not absolutely and indefeisibly 
, — but only conditionally, of the higher bless- 
an redemption— of the 
he certain attainment of 
in the case of those who 
th, at too early an age. 
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either to ratify their baptismal obligations, 
or to forfeit, by their own personal crimi- 
nality , their claims to salvation. It is not 
to be questioned, that multitudes do live, to 
violate by unrepented sin their baptismal 
obligations, and to prove, by their regard- 
lessness of duty, that they have renounced 
neither the world, nor the devil, nor the 
flesh, — but their conscience and their God. 
With these incontestible facts, the grace of 
the Spirit, given in baptism, must be under- 
stood to harmonize ; — nor could the Fathers 
of the Church have intended, that, by any 
subtilty of reasoning or refinement of inter- 
pretation, these facts were to be reconciled 
with the doctrine of indefectible grace. 

The Church maintains explicitly the doc- 
trine of original depravity, affirms that we 
are ** very far gone from original righteous- 
ness," and founds, on this awful fact, the 
necessity of spiritual grace — but she does 
not inculcate that total corruption of the 
human will, that absolute and entire pros- 
tration of the moral powers, which would 
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preclude probation and responsibility — and 
which would infer, that^ instead of our being 
put individually on our trial, as candidates 
for the divine approbation, the first parents 
of the human race were alone appointed to 
decide the destinies of their posterity ; the 
period of probation for the whole family of 
man having terminated for ever with the 
fell ! Fearful as are the results of that 
catastrophe, it has not extinguished the mo- 
ral sense — the moral constitution of every 
human being still qualifies him for the for- 
mation of moral judgments, the conscious- 
ness of obligation, and the duties of a rea- 
sonable creature — duties which must be per- 
formed, in the present state of man, with 
weakness and imperfection^ but which could 
not be performed at all, on the hypothesis 
of total depravity and no grace. 

On the same principle she holds the doc- 
trine of divine grace. It is not supposed to 
act exclusively and alone, apart from human 
co-operation, as the power which controls 
the artificial movements of an automaton < 
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It is a remedial and sanatory influence, ap- 
plied to living beings — not a creative 
energy, literally restoring the dead. The 
latter figure can only be employed to sig- 
nify extreme insensibility, and the conse* 
quences which must follow, if no aids are 
given, or, when given, are not improved* 
The communications of the Holy Spirit 
are made, therefore, not to coerce the will, 
or supersede the spontaneous movements 
of the soul, but in accordance with our 
moral faculties, to act in concurrence with 
human exertions, with the operations of 
reason, the dictates of conscience, and those 
inward notices of truth and righteousness, 
which have never been extinguished by the 
fall. 

On this view of the subject, the grace of 
the Holy Spirit is not a gift imparted irre- 
vocably, the earnest of certain redemption 
to those who receive it — but a grant which 
may be recalled, when its holy tendencies 
are counteracted, by the wilful pursuit of 
objects irreconcileable with truth, with 
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goodness, and with the declared will of God. 
" Health is God's gift ! but what use we 
make of it is our choice. Bodily strength 
is God's gift : but of what advantage it 
shall be to us, depends upon ourselves. 
Even so the higher gift of the Spirit re- 
mains a gift, the value of which will be ex^ 
ceeding great : will be little : will be none : 
will be even an increase of guilt and con- 
demnation, according as it is applied and 
obeyed, or neglected and withstood ^" 

With this statement the current language 
of the Bible is in unison. If there are pas- 
sages whichy on a cursory inspection, ap<^ 
pear to favour other views, these anomalies 
must be set down as dark sayings^ the true 
interpretation of which remains to be ac- 
quired — or they must be explained by the 
more plain and practical statements of 
Christian doctrine. The Scriptures must 
not be made to contradict themselves — nor 
are we to admit any exposition as sound, 

' Tomline, 
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which throws a shade over the moral admi- 
nistration of God. To say that we are in- 
competent to fathom the depths of the eter- 
nal mind, is no apology for imputing con- 
duct to the Deity, which, in a human being, 
would militate against the acknowledged 
principles of justice or mercy. These attri- 
butes must be essentially the same in the 
highest and in the most humble of intelli- 
gent beings. Nor do we honour our Maker, 
by supposing that the moral principles which 
he has prescribed to us, which are to regu- 
late our moral judgments and to guide our 
conscience, are not the same with those on 
which he conducts the dominion of the 
world. These principles are immutable and 
eternal. They find a responsive chord in 
the moral constitution of man. Our meta- 
physics may bewilder — our philosophy may 
plunge us into abstractions more worthless 
than dreams — but the law written upon 
THE HEART cauuot lead astray ; our moral 
sense cannot err, unless we suffer perverse 
reasonings to corrupt the simple and natural 
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dictates of the soul. Take an example. Nt> 
man would ever dream, if his head were 
cleared of the nonsense of the schools, that 
there could be either grace in the salvatiou 
of Abraham— OT justice in the perdition of 
Pharaoh — ^if both these characters were by 
nature equally under the spell of a moral 
inability, which disqualified them for being 
the subjects of moral government. Such an 
hypothesis leaves no room for moral agency* 
And, where no guilt can be incurred, there 
can be no grace in withholding punishment, 
no justice in its infliction. The Calvinistic 
distinction between natural and moral ina^ 
bility, so complacently appealed to by the 
disciples of President Edwards, is unavail- 
ing. So far as the equity of the Divine 
government is concerned, it is a distinction 
without a diflference. " In either case there 
is the same apparent injustice ; that of re- 
quiring from a man what he neither pos- 
sesses by nature, nor has forfeited by his 
own fault; nor has the means of obtaining ^" 

' Quarterly. 
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In the Scriptares, the Deity is represented 
as actmg on those principles of impartial 
rectitade, which all men can understand ; 
which the cultivated reason of the hnman 
race, not less than the mde dictates of nnso* 
phisticated natare, have established all over 
the world. The doctrineof Divine Influence, 
as held by the Church, corresponds with 
the freedom and accountableness of man. 
The Spirit may be resisted — grieved — 
grxenched-^^xA the grace of God received 
in vain. To Uie Calvinist it avails nothing, 
that by ** the grace of God'* he may un- 
derstand the external revelation — for, on his 
own principles, that is no grace to any but 
the elect. For those who are not in that 
happy predicament, it was intended to effect 
no good^ They are assumed to be destitute^ 
naturally and incurably, of those qualities 
without which it cannot be savingly re- 
ceived. It is a vision of glory presented to 
the blind — the melody of heaven addressed 
to the deaf — ^an invitation to perform the 
functions of a living being, presented in 
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solemn mockery to the dead. If, therefore, 
by any the grace of God is received in vai»y 
it must be by the elect. They alone can 
forfeit the blessings which they alone have 
received. And thus, by a fair process of 
Calvinistic reasoning, we arrive at the para- 
doxical position, that indefectible grace may 
be withdrawn — and that the elect may ex- 
pose themselves to aggravated ruin, by 
their invidious distinction of exclusive and 
arbitrary favour ! 

The Church assumes that this conditional 
grant of spiritual grace is made to all who 
are rightly baptized into the Christian co- 
venant. The case of infants makes no ex- 
ception. It cannot be disproved that they 
are capable of receiving grace, although 
unhappily, in many cases, they may live to 
forfeit the blessing. True, they are not 
moral agents until reason dawns, and con- 
science is brought into action. But in our 
ignorance of spiritual influences, no man 
can show that the tendencies to moral cor- 
ruption may not be counteracted from the 
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first, by an antagonist power; perhaps, a 
physical enei^ ; in any degree which may 
pkase the Author of all good. Bnt we 
may take a higher position. The great 
mass of those who repudiate the doctrine 
in debate, practise infant baptism. Bat, 
on the principle of Calvinistic fatalism, 
which denies grace to all but the elect, 
what does the baptism of infants import, or 
by what arguments can it be vindicated? 
To the bulk of the initiated it must be, 
like the offers of grace, delusory — introduc- 
ing them by forms of empty promise to the 
visible Church, while their eternal exclusion 
from the spiritual and invisible is already 
determined, by the judgment of an inexo- 
rable fate. Take it thus, — children are 
introduced formally into the Christian co- 
venant, either conditionally or uncondition* 
ally. Unconditionally J no human being can 
be baptised, infant or adult. Conditionally^ 
none can be baptized on the principles of 
the Calvinistic theology, since it is a dogma 
of that faith, that no grace is given but to 



46 NOT THE INDEFECTIBLE GRACE 

the elect; and it id an absordity, and a 
mockery, to baptize indiscrimraately, when 
the power to perform the stipulated con- 
ditions is limited to an unknown few ! Ih- 
fant baptism has no signification, unless it 
proceeds on the assumption that all to 
whom the rite of initiation is administered, 
are actually put within the means of salva- 
tion, of which spiritual grace is an indis- 
pensable article. On this score, those Cal- 
vinists who practise only adult baptism, 
have always claimed to be more consistent. 
They administer the rite to none but those 
of whose personal election and effectual 
calling they think the evidences are clear 
and satisfactory. Not that they have really 
any ground of triumph, in that which is, 
after all, only consistency in error, and 
that consistency only partial. Their prac- 
tice is at variance with that of the Apostolic 
Church. It is at variance with the most 
obvious fdctSj since it cannot be in their 
power to discriminate, as they assume to 
do, who are elect believers, and who are 
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not. Those whom they baptize are initi- 
ated only conditwnaUy, to the means of sal- 
vation ; since no presumption could be so 
daring, no ignorance so blind, as to affirm^ 
that all who are baptized on their personal 
profession of faith, are therefore certified to 
be children of grace and of the election. 
Their consistency would be more Christian, 
if, instead of rejecting infant baptism as 
irreconcileable with Oalvinistic grace, they 
would adhere to primitive usages and the 
apostolic faith, baptize their children, and 
renounce their narrow conceptions of the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. On the sup- 
position, that the elect only have grace — 
that grace indefectible — and baptism rightly 
administered to none but those who possess 
it — ^the administration of the rite ought to 
be deferred until the final judgment shall 
have separated the true from the false be- 
liever. Till then, adults must be baptized 
at a peradventure ; and infants are only in 
the same predicament ! 

The Church, by taking the broad ground 
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of the Scriptures, stands aloof from tbeaa 
contradictions. The view presented by her 
formularies, of the rite of baptism, sceardB 
with her grand and comprehensive concep- 
tions of the Christian dispensation. Hot 
doctrines, with the exception of the Atha<* 
nasian Creed, are stated in the plain^ 
practical, inartificial manner by which the 
Scriptures are distinguished^ — and her 
sacraments are administered with tbe 
liberality and openness which bespeak 
a due respect for the freedom of humam 
agency, — the individual responsibility of 
man. In perfect harmony with her faith 
in the universal redemption of Christ, who 
died *' for all the sins of the whole world," 
she believes that the grace of the Spirit is 
so far imparted to all, as to put them in 
possession of the realy not the pretended, 
means of salvation. The baptized are, 
therefore, pronounced to be '* regenerated 
by the Holy Spirit" — not endowed with 
indefectible grace — but, with the power and 
aid suitable to a life of Christian probation. 
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Her sphritaal administration is conducted 
oa the broad principle, that none are to be 
excladed by the spirit of sectarian bigotry 
from the holy fellowship of the Church, 
which embraces whole communities of men. 
But she pronounces on no man's individual 
piety. Her worship, her sacraments, and 
the participation of her most holy rites, are 
only means of grace, for the use or abuse 
of which every one must give account to 
God, No absolution — but for those who 
truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his 
holy Gospel. 
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SECTION III. 



ON THE ALLEGED DAMGEEOU8 TENDENCY OF THE 

BOCTfilNE. 



Bt the Calvinistic dissenters, it is an 
objection, vehemently urged against the 
Church, that multitudes are deluded by 
this egregious error of baptismal regenera- 
tion into the persuasion that they are safe ; 
when, in fact, they are spiritually unre- 
newed, and in the high road to perdition. 
If such a delusion exist on an extensive 
scale, or in any degree, it is deeply to be 
lamented. That it exists to the extent 
affirmed by the Dissenters, is neither credi- 
ble in itself, nor supported by evidence. 
The declamations of an adversary, warmed 
with fanatical zeal, will not be received as 
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testimony, in a question of plain matter of 
fact. These persons are used to exaggera- 
tion. Familiarized to the idea of perdition, 
by their narrow views of the number of the 
elect, they find little difficulty in imagining 
and pronouncing, in all cases of theological 
controversy, that their opponents are them- 
selves the victims of a judicial blindness, 
and leading others to inevitable destruction. 
Their heartless cant about lost souls, uttered 
without any regard to moral discrimination, 
resembles the cry of ** the wolf,'^ made by 
the boy in the fable ; and is often produc- 
tive of equally pernicious effects, by pro- 
ducing security instead of vigilance and 
alarm. It costs them. little feeling to con- 
template the ruin which they describe in 
terms of affected commiseration or horror. 
They act their part, as '* dramatis per^onae." 
Hence, the last and most appalling sentence 
which the Divine justice reserves for those 
who live and die in their sins, is recklessly 
held up, on all occasions, as an argument 
or a menace, by these devout polemics. It 
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is a constant stratagem in their warfare 
to — 

Deal damnation round the land 
On all they deem their foes. 

Their conduct is scarcely less profane thau 
that of common swearers. But whatever 
influence these fierce criminations may have^ 
for a time, on the minds of the ignorant or 
the timid, men of reflection will regard 
them with calm indignation, as artifices of 
fraud, addressed not to the reason of the 
wise, but to the passions of the vulg^jr. 

We deny the reality of this wide and 
pestilent mistake, which can e;List only 
amidst a worse than Papal darjkness. We 
pronounce it to be an unprincipled fiction. 
Where is the member of the Anglican 
Church, who, when admonished of the 
need of a practical faith in Christ — or^ when 
urged to repent and forsake his sins — or, 
when instructed in the moral duties of the 
Christian life— or, when reminded of th^ 
necessity of being ready for death and 
judg^ient — where is the individual, wba 
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will qftietly and fearlessly tell you that all 
is welly because he was regenerated, when 
an infant, at the baptismal font ? No man 
will be found, in all human probability, to 
offer this apology, for the neglect of duty 
or the commission of crime. No man will 
think it an excuse for impiety and profane- 
ness, or that it supersedes the need of con- 
version or reformation, if he is treading the 
paths of guilt. 

But, whether this delusion exist or not, 
the Church is not responsible. It has no 
sanction from her Articles, her Liturgy, her 
Homilies ; and if there are persons who 
misinterpret these to their own destruction, 
this is not more than may be said of many 
respecting the sacred Scriptures. Yet who 
would object to the hallowed page, that its 
language is obscure, equivocal, and leads 
men to the formation of dangerous opinions ? 
If isolated passages, without due regard to 
their connexion, or to the doctrine of the 
Church elsewhere plainly laid down, are 
wrested to men's ruin, the fault is their 
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own — nor would the same persons fitil, 
equally, to misconstrue the Scriptures on the 
same momentous points. But in the present 
case, the ruinous delusion exists only in the 
fertile imaginations of the assailants of the 
Church. 

This is one of the libels, which, under 
pretence of concern for the souls of men, 
they repeat with unwearied pertinacity. 
The process is this : — ^They first put a 
most perverse construction on the language 
of the Church, then assume that the 
Church holds the doctrine which they falsely 
impute to her — then declare, in tones of 
bitter ululation, that these debasing errors 
are practically forming the minds of the 
people — and finally, as a necessary con- 
clusion, condemn the whole scheme as fatal 
to the souls of men ! They choose to over- 
look the fact, that the same clergy, who hold 
the doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration^ are 
most earnest and plain in teaching, that 
baptism, after all, is nothing, or worse than 
nothing, if its obligations are violated^ its 
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mercies spamed, and despite done to the 
Spirit of Grace which is signified in that 
solemn rite. The orthodox clei^y — far 
from teaching it in that bald, harsh, un- 
scriptural form which their enemies would 
have us infer — far from considering it as a 
hocus pocus way of saving the soul, as is 
insinuated by their ignorant or interested re- 
vilers, make it subservient to the purposes 
of practical piety. They remind men, that 
they have no excuse to plead in favour of 
an irreligious life, derived from the sup- 
posed weakness of human nature, since the 
grace of God is pledged, by their baptism, 
to aid their weakness, and qualify them for 
every evangelical and moral duty. And 
while they insist that baptism is an institu- 
tion sanctioned by Divine promise, and 
honoured with the Divine blessing, they 
admonish men that its grace may be for- 
feited by wilful perseverance in sin. In 
this respect it is almost superfluous to re- 
mark, that in all appeals to the conscience 
and to the heart, they have greatly the ad- 
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vantage of those, who^ believing that ba(|)- 
tism is neither the channel nor the seal of 
grace, can only tell men that they aire 
literally " dead in sins;" and that, unless 
they happen to be of the number of the 
elect, no grace will they ever receive to 
counteract their native corruption ! 

That men of inbred vulgarity of soul, 
and steeped in party passions, should per- 
sist in the propagation of this libel, is not 
matter of wonder ; nor that unprincipled 
men, who know better, should urge on the 
cry for the sake of that personal consequence, 
such as it is, which may be secured by 
party sympathies and party ascendancy^ 
In the present crisis of agitation, the road 
to sectarian distinction lies open to any 
clever man, who can stoop to the meanness 
of inflaming still more the heated passions 
of the people, or, who can dare the impiety 
of pretending to act for the interests of re- 
ligion, while he is trampling under foot 
the charities and humanities of the Gospel. 
Many, doubtless, will embrace the occasion^ 
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st^d . *' verily they have their reward!" 
'^ut, that individuals of a better order, 
men who have obtained the reputation, on 
other occasions, of temperate and erudite 
controversialists — that such men should be 
compelled, by the factious spirit of their 
party, either to lose caste, or to prompt 
the indecencies of these plebeian libellers 
T-that theji should speak of this doctrine as 
.*' the cAomination that desolateth'' — this is a 
departure so gross from the dignity of the 
scholar aad the self-government of theChrist- 
i|in« that it affords one of the most deplo- 
rable illustrations of the power of party 
violence to corrupt and degrade the human 
mind. 

The Dissenters have taken encourage- 
ment to conduct with rudeness and arro- 
gance their attacks on every thing which 
the Church holds to be sacred, by the ex- 
treme moderation and Christian courtesy 
of the Clergy. Confident in the goodness 
of their cause, and reluctant to wound the 
fijeliog^ even of their adversaries, whcMoa 
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they have regarded as sincere, but mis* 
taken men, the Clergy have either been 
silent, or confined themselves to a qaiet 
defence, addressed to the literary and in- 
intellectual classes. This coarse of policy 
was more in accordance with the dignity 
of the Churchy than suited to the warfare 
which her adversaries have waged. To 
their obtuse intellects or exasperated pas- 
sions, unimpassioned discussion was ad- 
dressed in vain — and because they were 
not met and repelled with the coarse per- 
sonalities, and the slanderous calumnies, 
and the whole artillery of vulgar rail- 
ling and insult, they did not understand 
that they were defeated in argument. Far 
be it from the advocates of the Church to 
employ weapons, by the use of which their 
adversaries only could not be disgraced. 
But it would be a false delicacy any longer 
to treat them simply as good men, whose 
feelings are to be respected^ whose errors 
are to be spared, and who may be won or 
vanquished by an attitude purely defensive 
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0D the part of the Charch. They are open 
to recrimination. The charges they ad- 
vance are applicable with tenfold force to 
themselves ; nor is there, perhaps, a point 
in which they are more vnlnerable, than in 
the mischievous tendency of their own 
favourite dogmas on the subject of regene* 
ration. Here there is room for indignant 
and righteous retaliation. 

To deduce from the real or supposed evil 
tendency of a doctrine an argument against 
its truth, is an invidious mode of conduct- 
ing theological controversy. It is, how- 
ever, the process adopted by our adversaries 
themselves, and let them abide by it ! We 
take up the argument with reluctance, but 
with most perfect confidence that, so far as 
it is worth any thing, it will prove fatal 
only to their own cause. 

The danger which menaces the souls of 
men, from false notions of Baptismal Re- 
generation, is less palpable, less awful, 
than that which is caused by the doctrines 
of conversion and of the new birth^ as dog- 
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matically held by the most infuriate adver- 
saries of the Church. Their doctrme& of 
unconditional election — of soverfsign astl 
irresistible grace— of instantaneous rege^ 
neration from moral death to spiritual lile^ 
accompanied by sensible and conscious evi«- 
dence— and of infallible perseverance^ in 
every instance of grace thus imparted*— 
these are doctrines which, however distin- 
guished, as being Kar'tS.o'^nvy the '^ doctrines 
of grace," are fraught with peril to the 
souls of men, so far as they are really in- 
fluential, by leading them to rest on a fal«- 
lacious ground of cojifidence. Temporary 
excitement, occasional .conviction, the pang 
of conscious guilt, the dram^^tic movement 
of the passions under an or^toripal sermon, 
— these are set down for instantaneous con- 
version ; and the empirical results of a re*- 
vival meeting, artfully got up for popular 
effect, and specially designed to operate on 
the nerves of susceptible, but ill-educated, 
women, — these are noisily hailed, and sent 
forth to the public by the press, as the 4^nr 



DAVaEROUS CONSEQUENCES. 61 

v^arBlon of souls by the descent of the 
Hdy Ghost. Emotion is confounded with 
gfuce; 

The dangerous delusion is augmented by 
the capricious tests and flimsy evidences^ 
by which the reality of this supposed re- 
generation is proved to the satisfaction of 
the convert and of his religious associates. 
To declare their conviction of being lost 
sinners — to avow their sole reliance on 
Christ — to possess an inward sense of par* 
don — and to proclaim their willingness to 
make a public profession of their faith, by 
joining the fellowship' of some sectarian 
Church — these are generally received as 
demonstrative evidences of a state of inde- 
fectible grace. These are '^ instantaneous'' 
passports to communion with thefaithful here, 
and to the celestial blessedness hereafter! 
Such are the persons who are pronounced, 
in the phrase of the day, '* decided cha- 
racters." Alas ! multitudes have these 
evidences for a time, whose subsequent life 
stamps their faith with the brand of de- 
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lusion ; proving that the evidences of sincere 
religion must consist, not in dramatic 
emotions, but in a conscientious fear of God, 
producing a life of habitual goodness. Of 
the time or the mode — of the rapidity, or 
the slow gradations, by which the human 
soul is purified from the taint of moral cor- 
ruption, no man of wisdom will venture to 
pronounce. But, of the reality of an in- 
ternal renovation, it may be safely affirmed 
that the only satisfactory proof is *^ a godly, 
righteous, and sober life." Upon this com- 
paratively little stress is laid. Whatever 
good works are needful will follow as mat- 
ter of course. Let them take care of them- 
selves. Once assured, as Cromwell was, 
that we have undergone the sensible and 
sudden conversion, and all is right. To 
doubt, is unbelief, is sin, is injurious to the 
grace of God ! This is the error of thou- 
sands. A subtle antinomianism is daily 
gaining ground, fed by the preaching of a 
party, calling themselves " Evangelical," 
but whose pretensions to popular favour, 
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are, less their adherence to sound doctrine, 
than their luscious representations of the 
grace of heaven, their effeminate and lan- 
guishing appeals to the passions, and the 
easy terms on which they offer salvation. 
Add to this, their empyrical assumption, 
that they only have the grand panacea for 
the moral maladies of man. 

While compelled by our opponents to 
follow this invidious argument, far be it 
from us to imitate their indiscriminate vio- 
lations of candour and of justice. Let us 
concede all that truth demands, not im- 
pelled by blind rancour to exaggerate ; but, 
contemplating the facts of the case, through 
the medium of that charity which '^ re- 
joiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in 
the truth." Admitting that no great prin- 
ciples can remain wholly dormant in the 
mind which regards them as truths, it would, 
nevertheless, be not less absurd than un- 
generous, to impute to any body of men, 
that their characters were in exact har- 
mony with their speculative opinions. As 
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nn tnteUigent perception of Divine, trut^ 
may exist apart from an honest heart and a 
scrupulous conscience — so large masses .(^ 
^rror may obscure the intellect, when tbf 
heart is right with God. Amidst thei^ 
wildest aberrations from the sobriety of tbp 
Gospel, men carry in their own breasts ^ 
antidote to the moral poison which they 
greedily swallow, as if quaffing the nectar 
of immortality. With whatever evils, t^g 
dogmas of our adversaries are fraught) 
other and better principles are^ at the sam^ 
time, acting upon the mind. Good sense 
and good feeling qualify the mischief, ai|d, 
in the case of many individuals, render it 
almost imperceptible. There are those w^io, 
amidst the clamours of faction, maintain 
their loyalty to the king, and thus proviB 
that they really, as they profess to do, fear 
God — amidst the excitements of fanalJLc* 
ism, are calm, and let their moderation be 
known unto all men — amidst the fiercen^s 
of sectarian hate, hold fast their charity-^ 
men, of whom their associates and t^eir 
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dbgfnad are not worthy ! Nor of the great 
body who bold Galvinistic Regeneration^ 
w'olild we say, in imitation of the loose 
tAlk of our oppofients, ^' that their creed 
destroys mare souk than it saves T Snch 
unbridled vehemence, such unqualified de- 
traction, is fit only for unprincipled dema- 
gogues, who live upon popular delusions, 
and Who consider nothing too gross to be 
uttered by themselves, that is not too gross 
for the voracious swallow of their clients. 
Men of sobriety turn from such declama- 
tion with disgust. Let us take an unim- 
passioned view, and one more fitting to the 
extreme gravity of the subject. 

While, for the honour of human nature, 
we rejoice in conceding that they have among 
them individuals of great worth ; and that, 
as a body, they are better than their prin- 
ciples would allow, if permitted to work 
without counteraction, we believe that our 
adversaries are premature in challenging the 
distinction of superior piety. Their claims 
on this score are not less groundless, than 
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the manner in which they are obtruded 
upon the public is arrogant and offensive! 

Examine the effects produced by their 
own Gospel, upon themselves, as a body 
and as individuals. Examine their churches, 
and how few are those — judging from the 
number of communicants compared with 
the extent of their congregations — who have 
true religious principles, and are acknow- 
ledged by themselves to be regenerate ? It 
would seem that their favourite dogmas 
have but little efficacy in producing even 
that species of conversion which is exclu- 
sively advocated by themselves. The vilest 
characters become callous under their mi- 
nistrations, waiting for sovereign and irre- 
sistible grace, or satisfied that the fault is 
not theirs if it never comes. If, as they 
aver, the Church is instrumental in the de- 
struction of souls, but little is done by them- 
selves for their salvation. The number of 
communicants is held by them to be a cri- 
terion of the spiritual grace that is effected-*^ 
let them be tried by their own test. Then, 



DANGEROUS COR8SQUENCES. 67 

examine their communicants — not with in- 
quisitorial malice — not selecting instances of 
base and impudent hypocrisy, and then im- 
puting to the body the crimes of individuals 
-—but, with a fair regard to the general 
character of the mass. Where are the evi- 
dences of that peculiar — that indefectible 
regeneration, which forms the line of de- 
marcation between the few, who are sup- 
posed to constitute the spiritual Church of 
God, and the lost multitude of the human 
race ? In their due attendance on their own 
ecclesiastical assemblies — in their zeal to 
promote the great public charities, which 
have for their immediate object the moral 
and spiritual welfare of mankind — in all the 
cheap benevolences^ which suit the restless 
activity of human nature, and acquire for 
those who engage in them, at an easy cost, 
the reputation of Christian usefulness — in 
these things they may be assiduous and ex- 
emplary-^in the spiritual gossip of a sect 
they may be perfectly at home. But all 
this is not essentially religious — ^not a se^ 
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curity for sound and conscientious morality 
The world looks at tbem under other cvtr 
cumstances, and, although without sectariair 
partiality in their favour, is quite competeizt 
to judge of general character, and to com-^* 
pare the pretensions set up, and the actual 
course of life pursued by those who affect 
remarkable sanctimony. What has been the 
impression made on the public mind by this 
body of professors, from the days of Charles 
and of Cromwell, to the present hour? 
That examples of eminent virtue are nai 
more numerous among them^ than in all 
other denominations of the religious world 
— that, as a body, they are far from excelliiig^ 
in those traits of character which ennoble 
human nature — that in many particulars 
they are inferior to those whom they deapise 
as being only baptismally regenerate, and 
in no points of intrinsic value their supe- 
riors—that the general effect of their pecu* 
liar notions is, the substitution of spuricmB 
e»jit«ment for soundness of principle^.-a; 
Iqw^T tone of moral sentiment, and thaU 
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want of true self-^respect, which is the neces* 
sary result of an impaired sense of the dig- 
xnty of human nature, yet compatible with 
extreme spiritual pride. Consisting, gene- 
rally, of the lower and middle classes, they 
are not distinguished from their neighbours 
df equal rank by more honest simplicity, by 
more disinterested kindness, or by a more 
stdctly honourable discharge of the ordi- 
nary duties of their respective stations. 
The simple fact of their assuming to be more 
holy than others, on grounds which are 
equivocal, is fatal to their making eminent 
advances in what constitutes a truly reli- 
gious and honourable character. That spi^ 
ritual pride, which is generated by the sup- 
position that they alone are in possession of 
saving truth, and of the exclusive approba- 
tion of God, damps the ardent aspirations 
of the soul after progressive knowledge and 
virtue; The character produced is a cari^ 
catore likeness — a stunted and deformed 
image — sometimes luxuriating into whim- 
sical eecentricities — of that most graceful of 
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all beings, the wise, the intelligent, the 
humble, the serious Christian. There is 
nothing— absolutely nothing— from whence 
to infer that they only are the subjects 
of a spiritual regeneration. Not that their 
assumption of superior sanctity is hypo- 
critical. No — they deceive themselves, ra- 
ther than others. They have passed, as 
they believe, through that process of excite- 
ment, that awful and momentous change, 
which stamps the character for ever — they 
are in possession of indefectible grace ! 

If there be any class of men, whose pre- 
tensions to a higher and a purer piety we 
are entitled to sift — any class in whom we 
have a right to look for the indisputable 
marks of the spiritual and distinctive rege- 
neration — " the work of grace" — any class, 
by whose saint-like virtues the claims of the 
Calvinistic theology ought to be most clearly 
vindicated — that class is to be found in the 
writers who are most vehemently opposed 
to us in this great controversy. Let the 
public mark well these hallowed men, and 
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pronounce with l igiit e a ws delibcxatiaB ok 
their claims to the essixiwe d efciete ad 
TOientioii of die futhfol — these bdcb of 
spirits so saintlj, that ther cazmot coaunaoae 
with a Chofchy whose creed is praEmed^ 
her fellowship defiled, and her altars dese- 
crated, by the accmsed tenet of baptismal 
regeneration ! We will not liolate the sa- 
credness of prirate life, hj inqoiring into 
their personal and domestic habits — in these 
they may not widely differ from other men. 
But mark how they fraternize with the po* 
litical a^tators of the day, leagaeing with 
Papists and Infidels, and the whole pande* 
monium of radical incendiaries. Read their 
works — and in the fierce spirit of intolerant 
zeal which they breathe, you will find an 
instructive comment on the efficacy of their 
own doctrine to produce the fruits of the 
Spirit, ^^ peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
and goodness." You will discover that their 
regeneration is compatible with the full in- 
dulgence of political animosity and ecclesi- 
astical strife — that it can accommodate itself 
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to the meanness of party intrigue, wbidt 
conceals a dagger under the cloak of cha- 
rity — or indulge in the open expression of 
ferocious and vindictive passion — that it is 
more the Shibboleth of party, than the 
creed which they practically revere — and 
that, after all, the doctrine of baptismal 
grace is not that which most nearly resem- 
bles " THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION !" 

Few would obtain entrance, if the gates 
of heaven were kept by ignorance and 
bigotry — but, away with this heartless into- 
lerance, the offspring of ecclesiastical fac- 
tion ! It is refreshing to get above the din 
of angry combatants^ whose very position 
disqualifies them for unimpassioned thought; 
and, from a serene elevation, to contemplate 
not only the majesty, but the benignity of 
the Divine administration. ** Certainly," 
as Lord Bacon says, "it is heaven upon 
earth, to have a man's mind move in cha- 
rity, rest in providence, and turn upon the 
poles of truth." While querulous men are, 
at once, indulging their bad passions, and 
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t»^lig credit for superior piety, by imput* 
iqg to the Church the destruction of souls, 
it is most consolatory to believe that the 
great scheme of probation is going on, and 
that multitudes are saved whom the bitter- 
ness of party assigns to perdition. Within 
the pale of the Church, thousands and 
thousands of the wretched victims of bap* 
tismal regeneration, are pursuing with stea- 
diness the path of duty, in the fear of God, 
and in the faith of Christ ; although igno- 
rant, of the technicalities of a disputatious 
theology. They could not, perhaps, give a 
scholastic definition of grace, but they are 
truly regenerate of water and of the Holy 
Spirit. They make no profession in the 
sectarian meaning of the phrase, but their 
names are in the book of life. Nor can we 
doubt that multitudes in the ranks of our 
opponents, who form part of their congre- 
gations, but are not deemed qualified for 
sectarian communion with their Churches, 
wiU obtain a gracious introduction to the 
kingdom of the redeemed. Perhaps, in 
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every large dissenting society, the most 
truly good will be found among the non- 
communicants. The humble and conscien- 
tious are kept from the Lord's table, not by 
unwillingness to obey his commands, but 
by offensive and unauthorized terms of fel- 
lowship. They are not suffered, by these 
clamorous advocates of the rights of private 
judgment, to commemorate the death of 
Christ, unless they make, after a prescribed 
manner, a confession of their faith and in- 
dividual experience — to demand which is a 
violation of Christian liberty ; and to comr 
ply with which, is hardly consistent with 
the dictates of Christian modesty or manly 
independence. 

To any man of expanded views, who 
breathes with freedom the spirit of an ar- 
dent and a noble charity, it is a delightful 
persuasion, that, amidst the errors and de^ 
lusions which prevail in this distracted 
world, there are individuals of great worth 
to be found, under circumstances seemingly 
inauspicious to the culture of true goodness. 
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That pleasure is increased by the consider- 
ation, that there are many such even among 
those who are condemned as not '* decided 
characters," by the gloomy and heartless 
bigotry of their own sects. But this does 
not palliate the disgust with which we re- 
gard that bigotry. Nor is it possible to con- 
demn, in terms too pointed, the assumption 
of superior piety, the self-complacent ho- 
mage done to their own sanctity, and the 
invidious depreciation of all that is most ex- 
cellent in the Church — by which a certain 
class of Dissenters impose on the credulity 
of the popular mind. To say nothing of 
their grosser departures fipom the spirit of 
Christy this vulgar ostentation of religion 
bears little resemblance to Christian humi- 
lity — while, in persons of education, at 
least, this extreme disregard of the cour- 
tesies due to others, and indelicate arrogancy 
of exclusive goodness, are but pitiful illus- 
trations of their own doctrine of regene- 
ration. 
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CONCLUSION. 

If the preceding discussion has been con- 
ducted on sound principles, it follows, as sin 
inevitable corollary, that the chief, the only 
real objection to this doctrine, is its opposiT 
tion to the peculiar doctrines of the Cal- 
vinistic theology, on the subject of grace. 
All other objections rest on ignorance, on 
misrepresentation, on pure fictions. It does 
not symbolize with popery, by substituting 
a ceremonial for a moral renovation. It in- 
terferes with none of the great doctrines of 
the Gospel, relating to the atonement of 
Christ, the necessity of faith, or the im- 
possibility of being saved without the moral 
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renovation of the soul to a conformity to the 
divine mind. Nor does it, as the opponents 
of the Church affect to deplore with loud 
and bitter lament, hold out delusive hopes 
for the destruction of the people. On the 
contrary, the doctrine of baptismal regene- 
ration, as taught by the Church, is attended 
by the following advantages : — 

I. It accords with the language of Scrip- 
ture, in which the new birth is invariably 
referred to the baptismal rite. As to those 
baptized persons, who, at any subsequent 
period, having fallen into sin, may be re- 
claimed from a life of impiety, by repent- 
ance and conversion, regeneration is not the 
proper term by which to express their re- 
storation to the service of God. At the same 
time, no error could be more gross, than to 
represent baptismal regeneration as super- 
seding the necessity of such subsequent con- 
version, in any instance of irreligious con- 
duct. To those who, having been baptized, 
are afterwards guilty of breaking through 
their baptismal obligations, the call to 
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repentance and newness of life is, most of 
all, imperative. On the other hand, they 
who have so improved the grace sealed to 
them in baptism^ as to fear the Lord from 
their youth, and to maintain a life of habi- 
tual piety, they need no other conversion. 
To such persons supplies of spiritual aid are 
constantly vouchsafed ; nor is their charac- 
ter more doubtful — perhaps in the sight of 
God it is more honourable — than that of 
those who have experienced a rapid transi- 
tion from a life of sin to the obedience of 
faith. There may be '* joy in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth, more than over 
ninety and nine (such) just persons" — but 
the grace of God is not less eminently dis- 
played, in those who have maintained their 
integrity, than in those who have been re- 
claimed from a course of profane careless- 
ness, or criminal indulgence. 

2. It is not a merely ceremonial purifica- 
tion that is signified by the ordinance of 
baptism. The Church holds, as definitely 
as her libellers, that man is born in sin, and 
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must be bom again to holiness. Baptism, 
in her view, is significant of absolution from 
the imputation of original sin — and, in the 
case of adult and pious converts to the faith 
of Christ, of the remission of all past offences 
of their own — connected with a pledge of 
such grant of spiritual aid as may be requi^ 
site, and if improved sufficient, to a life of 
Christian piety. This gives to the institution 
a reality and significance, which on any 
other view cannot attach to its celebration. 
Here is a boon of immense value actually 
bestowed, and sealed by an ordinance of 
divine appointment — absolute foi^iveness 
for the past, and conditional grace for the 
future. Baptism, on the principles of Cal- 
vinism, promises nothing, secures nothing, 
seals nothing, to any who may not be of the 
number of the elect. To the rest, it offers 
the mockery of being admitted externally to 
the Church of God, with the certainty of 
everlasting perdition hanging at the same 
moment over their devoted heads. Calvin- 
ism, to be consistent, requires the abolition 
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of baptism altogether — infant and adult— 
since it is a nullity to all but the elect. And 
the elect no man can distinguish, seeing it 
is reserved for the day of judgment to sepa* 
rate the lost from the saved ! 

3. This doctrine, as held by the Church, 
accords with the moral constitution of 
human nature, with the accountableness of 
all mankind. The new birth does not neces-« 
sarily infer final redemption and eternal life* 
The grace of God may be received in vain. 
This is not Calvinism^ but it is Christianity. 

4. It makes baptism a reasonable and a 
hopeful service, as it affords to parents and 
sponsors every encouragement to bring up 
children in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. They have not to work on hope- 
less materials ; the grace of heaven is co- 
operating with them. Baptism signifies a 
most gracious promise on the part of God. 
^^ It is a token of his covenant ; a memorial, 
or sign, that he graciously accepts both the 
religious parent and his child, and that he 
will be their God. By this rite he assures 
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US, that as in the wisdom of his providence 
he treats infants as sinners, through the 
transgression of Adam ; so, in the riches of 
his grace, he has opened a fountain for 
their cleansing ; will treat them as righte- 
ous through the obedience of Christ ; and 
will give them his Spirit, to quicken, rege- 
nerate, and raise them to life. Of this 
Spirit the baptismal water is the appointed 
emblem, or sign." Such are the words of 
Towgood. But that writer was not a ChI- 
vinist — ^nor did he make baptismal regene- 
mtion an object of his attack, when pouring 
forth his raillery against the Church ; a 
remarkable confirmation of the fact, that 
this question hinges on the Calvinistic con- 
troversy. 

5. It holds out cedent excitements to the 
baptized to employ with serious concern the 
means of grace, since the merciful dispen- 
sation under which they live involves the 
most solemn responsibility. It administers 
an opiate to no man's conscience. Equally 
opposed to despondency and presumption, it 
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teaches that the blessings of eternal re^- 
demption are put within reach, bat that it 
rests with the individual to improve or abuse 
the grace of heaven. Hence, it supplies 
the ministers of religion with topics of ap^ 
peal to the conscience and the heart, than 
which none can be more impressive — fitted 
to suppress levity, to awaken seriousness^ 
and to sustain hope, in the absence of which 
a profound sense of the magnitude of re- 
ligious obligations might enervate and para- 
lyze the soul. 

The objections made to this doctrine ase 
so unfair, that they do little credit either 
to the principles or to the motives of those 
men who profess to be subjects of the only 
true regeneration. They are advanced 
more in the spirit of party hatred, than of 
dispassionate love to truth, or of religious 
concern for the souls of men. Many of the 
early Protestants, when freed by the re- 
formation from Papal tyranny and super- 
stition, rushed with fatal precipitation to 
an opposite extreme; rejected indiscrimi- 
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aately troth and error ; and supposed that 
the fsuther they receded from the Charch 
of Borne, they approached the nearer to the 
IMrimitiTe parity. The modem Dissenters 
are guilty of a like dangerous extrava- 
gance. In their assaults upon the Charch 
of England, they consult only their antipa- 
thies. They reject what is scriptural, merely 
because it is held by the Church, and in- 
rolve themselves in the most gross absurdi- 
ties, rather than appear to sanction any 
thing that is held sacred by the object of 
their fanatical detestation. That all this is 
done under pretext of zeal for God, can no 
longer shelter them from the rebukes of the 
faithful* Most assuredly, it will not save 
them from their full share of the calamities, 
which they are madly bringing upon their 
country, whose freedom they have abused 
to licentiousness. With an infatuation 
which has no parallel in history, they are 
pursuing common measures, with the Papist, 
under the notion of establishing on a firmer 
basis the cause of Protestant liberty — ^with 
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injidelsj to rescue Christianity from corrup- 
tion, and to purify the Church of God — 
and, to exemplify the ardour of their patri- 
otism, with the motley mass of political 
adventurers^ who are seeking their own 
aggrandizement in the destruction of rank, 
the confiscation of property, the desecration 
of religion, and the ruin of their country ! 

The results, should they succeed, will be 
not less surprising to themselves, than dis- 
astrous to the public interests. They think 
only of making the Papist and the infidel sub- 
servient to the final ascendancy of their own 
cause. But in this course of policy they will 
be defeated by the enemies of liberty and re- 
ligion, who are playing the same deep game 
with themselves, but with more profound 
sagacity. Should the Church — which 
Heaven forbid ! — fall before the attacks of 
this triple alliance, the next victim will be 
the '' dissenting interest." Popery and infi- 
delity will alone remain to contest the field ; 
and in the suppression of freedom or the 
exti;eme injury done to the piety and morals 
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of the people, will our reckless opponents 
realize to their own confusion the fruits of 
their doings. Of all the judgments which 
might befal a sinful people, none could be 
more awful than to be betrayed by a re- 
ligious faction, blind even to its own de- 
struction while bent on the accomplishment 
of sectarian objects. Happily for them- 
selves, and for the kingdom, there is a holy 
and intrepid body opposed to their machi- 
nations, who hold more enlightened views 
of spiritual, of ecclesiastical^ of political Re- 
generation. 

There are many points of resemblance 
between the present times and those of the 
great rebellion. But there is one point of 
diflference, full of hope for those who adhere 
with religious attachment to the worship of 
the Church. All the most holy interests are 
arrayed on her side. It is not a conflict of 
cavaliers and round-heads. The Puritan- 
ical party conceived, at least, that in their 
days the Church was allied to infidelity, 
by her profane and secular spirit, and to 
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Popery, by her ignorant superstitions. Now, 
the interests of true piety and Protestant 
liberality are blended inseparably with 
those of the Church. Popery and infide- 
lity are in the camp of our adversaries. 
Such a coalition the ancient Puritans would 
have contemplated with amazement and 
terror. That their successors of the present 
day can regard it even without suspicion, 
is an omen that forbodes ill to themselves 
and their triple alliance. The Church is left 
alone ; but in solitary grandeur she rests 
upon the rock of ages, and when her 
enemies shall have been swept away in the 
storm themselves have raised, other gene- 
rations shall find in ** the city of our solem- 
nities, a quiet habitation, and a tabernacle 
that shall not be taken down." 
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NONE UNDER WRATH, WHO ARE DULY QUALIFED FOR 
BAPTISM, ALTHOUGH NOT ACTUALLY BAPTIZED. 

In the preceding discussion, many collateral, but im- 
portant questions have been left untouched. For the 
entire argument, recourse may be had to Dr. Laurence's 
*' Doctrine of the Church of England upon the Efficacy 
of Baptism," and to Dr. Bethell's " General View of the 
Doctrine of Regeneration in Baptism." 

Dr. Laurence has investigated the genealogy of the 
offices of the Church, " and shown, that this doctrine 
pervades all those documents from which we can infer 
their true drift and import, on legitimate principles of 
analogy and induction. He has traced the doctrines 
which they exhibit to the writings of Cranmer, the two 
books of Homilies, the Paraphrase of Erasmus, the 
works of Luther, and the Public Services of the Lu- 



88 APPENDIX. 

theran Church. As we ascend higher, the line of testi- 
mony remains unbroken, and the doctrine of Regenera- 
tion in and through baptism, as a necessary article of 
Christian faith, grounded on our Saviour's exfU'ess de- 
claration, may be traced backward, without interruption, 
from the era of the Reformation to the days of the 
Apostles." 

Dr. Bethell's work is worthy of the best days of the 
Anglican Church, and discovers a mind enriched and 
invigorated by the study of her most illustrious divines. 
It is imbued with that dignified moderation, that spirit 
of profound philosophy, that reverence of the sacred 
writings, that practical wisdom, by which the theological 
literature of the Church is distinguished, proving how 
deeply her ministers have drank of the same fountain 
from which Lord Bacon drew, when he said, ** Read not 
to contradict and con^te, nor to believe and take for 
granted, nor to find talk and discourse, but to weigh and 
consider.*^ His treatise exhibits the scriptural proofs of 
this doctrine, illustrates its rationale, and vindicates it 
from Calvinistic objections, which are shown, in a series 
of masterly reasonings, to rest on false and perilous 
views of the divine administration. 

There is, however, one point on which these eminent 
theologians appear to be at variance with themselves, 
and to encumber their otherwise scriptural statements 
with a needless difficulty. They hold that a man may 
be penitent and believing, before baptism, and, never-^ 
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thdess, be under the wrath of God up to the very point 
of time when the sacrament is administered. To ordi- 
nary minds, that is, to the great bulk of Christian 
people, this must appear extremely paradoxical, espe- 
cially when it is considered, that eternal life is unequi* 
vocally promised to faith and repentance, and that, even 
by these able defenders of the orthodoxy of the Church, 
baptism is not held, in all cases, to be essential to salva- 
tion. With these capital truths, it seems extremely dif- 
ficult to reconcile the belief, that an individual may 
exercise a sincere faith and a practical repentance — may 
be recognized by the Church as a person qualified to re- 
ceive baptism — ^and may be only waiting the convenience 
of other parties^ to be fully and rightly admitted to the 
fellowship of the Church — and yet be actually under the 
wrath of heaven until the precise moment of baptism. 
With due deference to the high authority on which such 
a position rests, it may be affirmed, without presump* 
tion, that there must be a fallacy contained in it, which 
needs to be detected, a sophism to be disentangled, a 
misconception to be rectified, — or, it will still appear to 
common minds, that baptism is, after all, considered 
essential to salvation. 

The error probably lies in overlooking the distinction 
between the general grace vouchsafed to all the fallen 
race of man, in virtue of the universality of the redemp- 
tion of Christ, and the special grace communicated in 
baptism, and to which the term ^* regeneration" is ap<- 
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propriated. The first may be communicated before 
baptism ; and is not to be reconciled with wrath and 
condemnation. 

*• By nature^** — that is, considered simply as the 
degenerate children of a fallen race, we may be said to 
be '* horn in sin" exposed to the divine displeasure, 
and to be treated as sinners. But we cannot, on the 
principles of the Christian revelation, be regarded in this 
light alone, either by ourselves or by the Deity. The 
death of Christ has actually atoned *' for all the sins of 
the whole world." In whatever sense, therefore, we are 
naturally sinful, and subject to wrath, that is an evil 
already obviated by the sacrifice of Christ and the cove- 
nant of redemption. Under the provisions of that cove- 
nant we are all bom, as certainly as that we are children 
of Adam ; — that is, we are bom under an economy of 
grace — not of wrath. Children, therefore, are not in 
any sense bora actually under condemnation, since the 
redemption of Christ frees from the imputation of or^- 
nal depravity, and secures to all mankind that spiritual 
aid, which may be required, in the actual state of the 
human race, to qualify them for a course of probation* 
And ADULTS, who have lived to sin, but have afterwards 
repented, are replaced by repentance within the limits 
of the covenant of mercy — may plead the promises made 
to penitence and faith — and thereby cease to be children 
of wrath, even on account of their own past transgres* 
sions. The much controverted passage in the fifth ' of 
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Romans, can never be oonatmed, but by violent distor- 
tion, to express less than oniversal redemption and 
nniversal grace. The right of admission to baptism, 
allowed indiscriminately to aU infuits, and to all adnlt 
proselytes who profess repentance and faith, is founded 
on the doctrine of nniversal grace, and can be vindicated 
oa no other principle. That any are deemed qualified 
for baptism is at variance with the idea of their being 
in a state of wrath. Nor does there seem to be any just 
reason for maintaining a point, which appears thus ob- 
viously opposed to the very genius and spirit of the 
Christian redemption. 

The prayer in the office for baptism, — '* that being 
delivered from his mraih^ they may be received into the 
auk of Christ's Church," — does not of necessity signify, 
that the baptized persons are at one and the same point 
of time freed from tiie condemnation of tiie fall, and in- 
vested with the blessings of baptismal grace. Witiiout 
doing violence to the plain meaning of terms, it will 
bear a different construction, assuming their frevious 
and already existing deliverance from wrath. In this 
there is nothing contradictory, nothing paradoxical. It 
is one thing to be freed by an act of grace from the penal 
consequences of " being bom in sin" — and anotiier to 
be invested with those spiritual gifts and privileges, 
which are conditionally promised on the performance of 
certain prescribed duties and positive rites, and which, 
although not withheld where the performance of the con* 
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ditions may be impossible, are covenanted to those alone 
in whom the conditions are fulfilled. 

The appointment of such ordinances, as means and 
assurances of grace, must be traced to the wisdom and 
the goodness of God ; and, with a beautiful passage to 
that effect, extracted from the work of Dr. Bethell, this 
article shall close. 

*^ Our regeneration in baptism, implying this close 
connection between the grace bestowed and the sign 
which denotes it, is an act of tenderness and mercy, not 
less worthy of God's infinite benevolence, than analogous 
to the whole course of his dealings with man. Goodness, 
indeed, I am persuaded, is the leading feature of his 
government, and the key to his mysterious dispensa* 
tions : and those theological systems, which straiten his 
goodness, and depend principally on abstract views of his 
sovereignty and glory, will be found on investigation to 
have no foundation in his word, nor in the history and 
experience of mankind. But if man, considered as an 
alien from God, and a child of wrath, had bpen left to 
collect the assurance of adoption into his family, and 
restoration to his favour, in the best way that he was 
able, without any specific form or positive consignation 
of those privileges and blessings, he would have been 
placed, as it were, without chart or compass, in a 
troubled sea of doubt, suspense, and anxiety, and would 

ve been tempted to resort to fanciful and fanatical 
PntanpnsofsonshipandreconcUiation. 
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" But on the principles which oar Church deduces 
from Scripture, he receives in the sacrament of baptism 
such comfortable assurances of 6od*s favour and loving* 
kindness, as are sufficient, if duly prized and religiously 
pondered, to bring peace to his mind, and to invigorate 
his soul to duty. For, on these principles, the convert 
to the faith of Christ, who receives baptism rightly, may 
assure himself, that as certainly as God is true, and his 
' promises in Christ are yea and amen,* so surely he is 
released from the bond and penalty of his sins, endowed 
with the earnest of the Holy Ghost, as a principle of 
new life and holy endeavour, and enrolled among the 
children of God, and the inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven. On the same principles the parent will ' not 
doubt, but earnestly believe, that his child, who was 
born in sin, and in the wrath of God, is by the laver of 
regeneration in baptism received into the number of his 
children, and heirs of everlasting life.' Here we rest on 
sure ground. And the very fact, that our regeneration 
in baptism (supposing the truth of the doctrine) is a 
strong evidence of God's goodness and condescension to 
fallen man, forms a probable presumption of its truth, 
since it proves that it is reasonable in itself, suitable to 
our wants, and analogous to the general course of the 
Divine economy.'* 
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THE DOCTRINE OF BAPTISMAL REGENERATION NOT AN 
OBSTACLE TO THE CONVERSION OF SINNERS. THE 
GOOD EFFECTS OF THE OPPOSITE DOCTRINE MUCH 
OVERRATED. 

The orthodox Clergy are accused, by the Calvinistic 
Dissenters, of so preaching, that sinners are not con- 
verted under their ministry. This failure is imputed to 
the doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration, it being sup- 
posed that both clergy and laity attribute to baptism an 
efficacy which supersedes the necessity of any subse- 
quent conversion. The fallacy which lurks in this 
erroneous conception has been detected and exposed in 
the preceding pages. None plead more earnestly the 
indispensable necessity of conversion, in the case of those 
who are living in sinful courses, than they who entertain 
most decidedly the disputed doctrine. 

But not less fallacious is their persuasion of the ex- 
tent of their own success in this momentous particular. 
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They take credit for effecting a much greater quantum 
of good than facts appear to warrant. Their own use- 
fulness is exaggerated, as that of the clergy is depre- 
ciated ; and the want of modesty or of discrimination, 
when weighing the merits of their own system, is 
equally flagrant with their want of candour, when esti- 
mating the lahours of the less ostentatious objects of their 
calumny. 

To the good which they are really instrumental in 
effecting, every religious churchman will bear a cheerful 
testimony. Of their converts, doubtless, there are 
many whose return to (jod causes " joy in heaven." 
But reflection will curb that boastful arrogance, with 
which they contemplate the result of their ministrations. 
At any rate, men of sober minds will assign to them a 
far more humble station, as labourers in the vineyard, 
than they believe themselves to occupy. 

Let it be observed, that of those whom they deem 
their most signal converts, and extraordinary trophies 
of divine grace, many relapse, and many continue their 
profession only to dishonour religion by their incon- 
sistencies or their extravagances, having " exchanged 
the sins of brutes for those of devils." Their con- 
versions are often recorded in their magazines of peri- 
odical information — ^their apostacies are kept secret. 
Nor let them imagine that instances of the real and 
sincere conversion of men of profligate impiety are con- 
fined to themselves. The Church, too, has her peni- 
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tents. But, they " mourn apart." They are not 
blazoned forth as trophies to swell the triumphs of a 
sect. Nor are they published, like the happy patients 
of the successful charlatan, to prove the efficacy of ^ the 
only infallible medicine*^ Their godly sorrow, before 
their tears are yet dry, are not held up to the ad- 
miration of an assembled Church ; so that, by the very 
process of publication, it is transformed into spiri- 
tual pride and self-complacent security. If they even 
reveal their case to the minister, with him the secret 
remains inviolable. To others, their repentance is made 
known only by the altered tenor of their lives — liot the 
less sincere on that account, nor the less likely to pro- 
duce permanently " fruits meet for repentanee." 

But the greater number, by far, of those who are 
supposed to be regenerated by the ministry of Calvinis- 
tic divines are persons of whom there is no substantial 
evidence, that they were not previously " renewed 
in the spirit of their minds." Of the majority there is 
ground to hope that they had improved their baptismal 
grac^, and no proof of their being in a state of impeni- 
tence, unbelief, and condemnation. 

The fact is, that they not only make baptism a mere 
nullity, and confound regeneration with renovation, 
bat they propose false tests of character, spurious evi- 
dences of a state of grace ; and many, who are in reality 
Chcistians, are proclaimed to be in a state of condenma^ 
tion, because they are not up to the prescribed standard 
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of sentimeiit or of feeling. Self-renunciation and simple 
faiihy terms very doubtfully employed, are the whole of 
religion. Persons who have been brought up in the bosom. 
of Christian fsunilies — who have learned from their youth 
to fiear God and keep his commandments — ^who have 
lived in the cultiyation of every amiable disposition and 
every honourable sentiment, virtuous, benevolent, cour- 
teous, just — who never dreamed of making a saviour of 
their good works, to the exclusion of the merits and 
intercession of their Redeemer, but who were instructed 
to believe, that the great test of faith in Him was the 
keeping of his commands — these persons are told — 
solemnly, emphaticaUy told — that all this is nothing-—) 
that so far as their salvation is concerned it leaves them 
on a level with the pro&ne and profligate, — ^and, that 
unless they are brought to renounce every hope of eternal 
life connected with the supposed excellence of their 
moral righteousness, they are for ever and irredeemably 
lost 1 AU this is quite compatible with a state of spi* 
ritual death. They must make a renunciation, to. the 
Church, of aU such virtue, as having nothing to do with 
their salvation ; proclaim themselves to be, what they 
are not, the chief of sinners, and avow their simple fiiith 
in Christ, in whom they never disbelieved. 

This is totally antichristian. In theory it is false, in 
its consequences dangerous. A character so wise, so 
good, so virtuous, as is thus to be set down for nothing, 
could never have been formed but by the influence of 

F 
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Christum truth, and by the grace of heaven. It nmstt 
therefore, be essentially, mtrinsically good ; or, 'we ia- 
sttlt the Divine Spirit, £rom whom all jtist thou^ts and 
all holy desires proceed. Instead of being set down aa 
no proof of a state of grace, or as being eren an impe- 
diment to their belieying in Christ, such loyely yiitues 
should rather be regarded as proof that they have acta- 
aUy partaken of the grace of renovation, and that their 
faith was substantially sound, although it admitted, 
perhaps, of greater illumination, or more mature d^rees. 
If they have formed erroneous views of the place which 
good works hold in our salvation, or if they have not 
sufficiently been sensible of the glory and the grace of 
Christ, let them be instructed further. But tell them 
not, that they are numbered with the children of 
perdition. 

It is most dangerous, moreover, in its consequences. 
It destroys all moral distinctions, by putting the good 
and the wicked on a level, and making the essence of 
religion, and the terms of salvation, to consist in some- 
thing dijQferent j&om practical conformity to the will of 
God. If men may be so good without your religion, 
we do not want it, some will say. If such goodness 
will avail nothing, let us go on to sin, others will infer. 
And they who do not thus reason, but fall in with the 
notions of empirical teachers, will have their moral sense 
much injured, and be seduced unawares into Andnomian 
laxity. And then, of what value are these notions of 
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sim^e relimoe and indefectible grace? Sucb are dieir 
penndoDs effiscts, that no occasional instances of a pro- 
fligate reclaimed, or a sinner oonyeited, can be regarded 
as a counter-balance to die evil inflicted on die great 
cause of truth and goodness. Those who have had the 
best opportunities of observingy pronounce that, on the 
lower and uneducated dasses especiaQy, the effects are 
always injurious, and often £itaL Let us not confound 
the conversion of a sinner to ri^teonsness with the oon- 
▼ersion of a Christian to the peculiar notions of a sect. 

The reader is referred to Waterland on Regeneration ; 
to a discriniinating Sermon of Paley on Conversioii, 
and to a Sermon on the same subject by the Rev. George 
Townsend, Prebendary of Durham, distinguished by the 
accustomed vigour, comprehension, and eloquence of that 
writer. 



THE END. 



QwLBtMt 9t RivisoTov, PriDten, Sl Jokn's-square, Londoa. 
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